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must go, do-it-yourself
redesigners can take this tip
from a pro — don’t rule out
buying pre-owned furniture.
Lybrand says she has seen
some incredible bargains at
consignment and thrift shops.

She cited the example of one
savvy bargain hunter who
scouted thrift shops and came
home with a gently used, high-
end living room set that typi-
cally costs $3,000 new. After a
bit of haggling, Lybrand said
he paid only $300 for the set.

@ To get the most mileage
out of pricey items like sofas,
Lybrand says to avoid fads and
the latest trends, choosing neu-
tral colors and clean lines
instead. Shots of color and
personality can then be added
using inexpensive, changeable
accessories on and around the
sofa.

“It’s the same thing with
clothes,” Lybrand said. “Some
are fun and cute at the time, but
fads don’t last.”

@ “Shop your house” for
accessories. Lybrand recom-
mends going from room to
room and searching closets,
cabinets, and the garage for
anything that could be put to
good use in the new decorating
scheme.

One of her favorite tricks is
taking items that are meant for
one purpose and using them in
a different way. A basket that
once contained fruit or cook-
books in the kitchen could be a
great magazine or remote con-
trol holder in the living room.
A rarely used glass water pitch-
er could double as a vase for
cut flowers on the dining room
table.

“Accent pillows that were in
a bedroom can be moved to the
living room,” Lybrand said.
“Pillows and throws change the

To learn more

set of eyes

whole look of big ticket items
like a sofa. In fact, in one
redesign I did, the only thing
we bought was a throw.”

@ Hang an inexpensive mir-
ror on a wall. “Mirrors make a
room look larger,” Lybrand
explained. “They open up the
room and make it brighter.
Think about where to hang it to
reflect natural light the best.”

@ Bring a bit of the out-
doors inside. Lybrand says
plants soften a room and create
visual interest without being
obtrusive, but she issued the
following caveat: don’t overdo
1t.

“Foliage and greenery create
warmth, but you don’t need
much,” she said. “Live plants
are best, but even people who
usually kill plants should get a
nice artificial or two. Place
them up high on a hutch or
cabinet. It draws the eye up
and around the room.”

@ Candles add instant
drama and romance to a room.
“Especially when a house is for
sale, we’ll light candles during
the open house,” Lybrand said.
“It sets a mood; it’s soothing.
And candles are cheap so you
can change the color scheme
easily.”

@ Ask a friend (or a certi-
fied redesign specialist) for
help and advice. “Sometimes it
takes an outside person to help
make sense of it all,” Lybrand
said. “A fresh perspective can
make all the difference.”

Lybrand said she loves
redesign because the result is
always a reflection of the
homeowner’s personality.

“When you use existing fur-
nishings in a fresh way, you
always end up with a sense of
your personal style,” Lybrand
explained. “You create a style
that’s more your own rather
than what the industry says you
should have.

“And you save money, too.”

cerhfled rede3|gn and s’roglng specialists. The site also
gives information on the training requirements for becom-
ing a certified redesign or staging specialist.

Lemon Cove Club
593 Sombrero Beach Club - Apartment 10-A

PRICE REDUCTION!
Orriginal Price: $799,000 - Now: $699,000!

Must See! 1,800 sq. ft. immaculate townhouse. Turn key, beautifully furnished. 2 bedroom
with cathedral ceilings, screened porch and tiled patio. New carpet, appliances, AC, paint

and new master bath. Overlooks swimming pool and boat dock. Lush landscaping, steps
to Sombrero Beach. Boat dock for up to 30’ boat. Best location on property'

COMMUNITY HEALTH OF SOUTH FLORIDA, INC.
10300 SW 216 Street « Miami, FL 33190 + 305-253-5100

“Patient Care Comes First”

Marathon Health Center

2855 Overseas Highway « Marathon, FL 33050 - MM 48.5

Providing affordable, comprehensive, primary care, obstetrics and gynecology services

Hours:

8:30 am - 7:00 pm Tuesday & Thursdays
8:30 am - 5:00 pm Wednesdays & Fridays
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Saturdays
Walk-Ins Welcome

For an appointment, please call 305-743-4000

Please ask us about our SLIDING FEE SCALE for the uninsured and underinsured,
CareNet, a discount health program for you and your family. We provide quality
healthcare to all residents and visitors of the Florida Keys
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